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Abstract: The embryonic skin rapidly produces a repeating pattern of
hair or feather follicles as it develops. We are interested in understand-
ing how this spatial periodicity is achieved. I will describe the process of
pattern formation in avian and mammalian skin and present what we un-
derstand about the integration of cell signalling and cell movement during
spatial organisation of the follicles. The results support the operation of a
reaction-diffusion system in producing a template to guide cell movement
for hair follicle formation. However, in other situations we find that cell
movement can play a direct role in pattern formation, without recourse to
a prepatterned molecular template


